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Commerce, military defense, and inland transportation were closely allied, 
especially at the great estuaries and harbors where land and water 
communications met
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Americans William McRee and Sylvanus Thayer sent to France to study 
their military establishments. Thayer is later put in charge of West Point by 
Monroe, greatly improves the school, making it the nation's first 
engineering and technical school
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Calhoun advocated for West Point being transferred from the Corps of 
Engineers to the army at large, arguing that only the patronage of the 
government could make military science flourish
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Calhoun made his own Report on Roads and Canals in 1819, proposing that 
military engineers survey and construct important roads and canals
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High ranking engineers Bernard and Totten argue that canals, when viewed 
with reference to general rather than individual advantage, must have their 
revenues be considered as secondary objects
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The engineering aid under the Survey Act eventually lost its national 
character, as it began to be used for encouraging smaller, scattered, 
individual improvements
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Early railroads in America. Government still needed because no basically 
no engineers outside military. Notable early rail supporters: Benjamin H. 
Latrobe, John Stevens, Oliver Evans, Benjamin Dearborn, William 
Strickland, George Armroyd, and Charles F. Mercer
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I’m trynna find the MAHAN of rail. Will follow with keen interest
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