&« Tweet

Taste
@DisdainingT

Roades, rails & waterways; the Army engineers and early transportation
by Forest Hill, 1957
archive.org/details/roadsr...

2:56 PM - Jul 24,2023 - 655 Views

4 Retweets 14 Likes 5 Bookmarks

>

@) n 9 |

G Post your reply! Reply

6 Taste @DisdainingT - Jul 24

Commerce, military defense, and inland transportation were closely allied,
especially at the great estuaries and harbors where land and water
communications met
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Americans William McRee and Sylvanus Thayer sent to France to study
their military establishments. Thayer is later put in charge of West Point by
Monroe, greatly improves the school, making it the nation's first
engineering and technical school
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Calhoun advocated for West Point being transferred from the Corps of
Engineers to the army at large, arguing that only the patronage of the
government could make military science flourish
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could be ine \lhll\!\!'l\ npl-r.ltl(l by engineer and artillery
officers.*® In 1820, he proposed that West Point be transfe; rred
from the Cnrps of Engineers to the army at large and that a
separate school of application and practice be established to
cultivate the higlwr branches of science essential to :Ir[illl'r_\
and engineering. He feared that the nation would neglect
military science: “It has become so (‘I)Illplit.‘ilfl'l] and extensive
as to require for its acquisition extensive means, and much
time to be exclusively devoted to it. It can only flourish under
the patronage of Government, and without such patronage it

must be almost wholly neglected.” To overcome this neglect
would be both inexpensive and beneficial, for “officers would
be trained who would be masters of every branch of knowl-
edge connected with their profession, and who, by their sci-
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Calhoun made his own Report on Roads and Canals in 1819, proposing that
military engineers survey and construct important roads and canals

-

ROADS, RAILS, AND WATERWAYS

that this part of the country exce eded all others in oppor-
tunities and inducements for constructing a public system of
roads and canals.

Meanwhile, other topographical engineers were busy with
surveys relating to coastal defenses. In 1817, the Chief Engi-
neer informed officials in North Carolina that no engineer
officer could be spared for surveying the sounds of that state
to obtain plans for improving their nav igation “beyond what
may be involved in an examination for military purposes.”™
A few weeks later the Chief Engineer informed President
Monroe that he and General Bernard would be able to inspect
the site where commissioners of the state of North Carolina
planned to improve the navigation of Albemarle Sound. Since
the proposed improvement was quite important, the engineers
would examine it after studying proposed fortifications on
Chesapeake Bay."*

The assistance which the Board of Engineers for Fortifica-
tions gave to local sponsors of improvement projects began
to increase at this time. The commissioners of the Albemarle
Sound improvement received additional aid in 1518. Calhoun
ted General Swift to aid these North Carolina officials
by examining Albemarle Srmnd and “digesting a plan for the
1mp|oums:ntnt its navigation.”"" A few months later Calhoun
approved Major Long’s steamboat exploring plan. Long was
authorized to build a small steamboat for exploring the west-
ern and southwestern parts of the country,** Calhoun’s “Re-
lml't on Roads and Canals” in 181qg, proposing that Jl'lﬁila.r}'
s survey and construct important roads and canals,
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. Long reported in 1821
es Steam Boat Western Engineer” he had explored
the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers. He discussed the navigability of
these rivers and the nature of their obstructions. (“Report of Col. Stephen H,
Long’s Western Expedition,” Feb. 20, 1821, E.D., Bulky File, No. 107.)
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High ranking engineers Bernard and Totten argue that canals, when viewed
with reference to general rather than individual advantage, must have their

revenues be considered as secondary objects
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The engineering aid under the Survey Act eventually lost its national

character, as it began to be used for encouraging smaller, scattered,
individual improvements




2 The government attempted to spread its engineering ser-
vices evenly among the states and satisfy the demands of lead-
ing contenders. It tried to provide more surveying in the South
and to prevent a concentration of assistance in New England
and the central states. The President had the im]'mk-:'_h]u' task
of trying to distribute the work of the engineers so as to avoid
sectional jealousies and charges of favoritism. These conflicts
of state and sectional interest increased the demand for aid
under the Slln'r_\-' Act. They were also a major cause of the
failure to adopt a national -.'._\sh-m of internal improvements
based on investizations authorized bv the act*

Getting Down to Work

A national system for exec
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and justification for national planning disappeared. The gov-
ernment lost its chance to guide, but not its ability to assist
the internal improvements movement. Congress remained
jealous of the President’s broad power under the General
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Early railroads in America. Government still needed because no basically
no engineers outside military. Notable early rail supporters: Benjamin H.
Latrobe, John Stevens, Oliver Evans, Benjamin Dearborn, William
Strickland, George Armroyd, and Charles F. Mercer
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IV: Working With the Railroads
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I’m trynna find the MAHAN of rail. Will follow with keen interest
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