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Works of Frederick Engels
Speeches in Elberfeld

Source: MECW Volume 4, p. 243;
Delivered in Elberfeld: on February 8 and 15, 1845

historyisaweapon.com/defcon6/works/…
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It was axiomatic to Marx that industrial progress intensified and sharpened 
… an antagonism that would in the immediate future explode in violent 
revolution. List, in the meantime, preached class cooperation and 
solidarity in the building of a nation’s power.
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Marx thought that the Industrial Revolution, and the concomitant rule of 
the bourgeoisie, promoted the unification of the world and obliterated 
national differences… List claimed the Industrial Revolution intensified 
national differences and exacerbated conflicts among nations

https://t.co/jGl5nMXPqm
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The Industrial Revolution is not necessarily an intellectual revolution. Of 
itself it is neither nationalist nor internationalist. It is essentially 
mechanical and material.
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A specifically nationalist reaction to the Industrial Revolution was not 
reducible to the liberal, conservative, or socialist position.
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Karl Marx

marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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Karl Marx

marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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Karl Marx
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Marx’s overall historical judgement was simply a deduction from his 
philosophical principles, his teleology, in which the perfect force of 
liberation, ie, the proletariat, had to be contrasted with an opponent 
lacking any virtues whatsoever, ie, the German bourgeoisie.
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Karl Marx
marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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“The German bourgeois is the knight of the rueful countenance, who 
wanted to introduce knight-errantry just when the police and money had 
come to the fore.”

Karl Marx hiaw.org/defcon6/works/…

https://t.co/GsmZ7UBNLd
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The German bourgeois comes on the scene post festum, that it is just as 
impossible for him to advance further the political economy exhaustively 
developed by the English and French… It is still more impossible for him to 
achieve in practice a further advance of industry…

Marx
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“We can free ourselves from England abroad only if we free ourselves from 
industry at home.”

Karl Marx hiaw.org/defcon6/works/…

https://t.co/GsmZ7UBNLd
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Marx saw List’s simultaneous support of free trade within a united 
Germany and defense of external tariffs as contradictory: “The German 
philistine” wants to exploit the proletarians of his country, “but he wants 
also not to be exploited outside the country.”
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An economic factor was not the only determinant of national unity. Had 
Marx admitted as much, he would have recognized that nationality could 
not be wholly reduced to class economic interests.
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Marx preferred to not allow that there was more to the unity of the German 
nation than the selfish interest of the German bourgeoisie.
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Surely some German bourgeoisie actually benefitted from a free-trade 
relationship with foreign countries even if free trade hurt other (perhaps 
most) German capitalists? …Marx did not ask such questions.
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Marx felt the policies recommended by List would allow the German 
bourgeoisie “to exploit his fellow countryman, indeed exploit them even 
more than they were exploited from abroad,” because protective tariffs 
require sacrifices from the consumers.
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Karl Marx
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Karl Marx
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At first, Marx thought a program to build capitalism in one country was 
bound to fail if it tried to emancipate that country from the workings of the 
world capitalist market
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Karl Marx

marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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Marx’s strictures against the German bourgeoisie can only make sense if 
one recognizes that there was nothing “national” in the class itself or its 
conduct.
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Frederick Engels
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Marx’s basic principle is that all mediation between the individual and 
mankind will cease to exist.

quoted from Kolakowski
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from The Communist Manifesto

marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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“The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the 
bourgeoisie over the entire surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, 
settle everywhere, establish connexions everywhere.”

from The Communist Manifesto marxists.org/archive/marx/w…

https://t.co/qKr7SEueKR
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The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world market given a 
cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in every country. 
To the great chagrin of Reactionists, it has drawn from under the feet of 
industry the national ground on which it stood.

Communist M.
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“Though not in substance, yet in form, the struggle of the proletariat with 
the bourgeoisie is at first a national struggle. The proletariat of each 
country must, of course, first of all settle matters with its own 
bourgeoisie.”

The Communist Manifesto marxists.org/archive/marx/w…

1 1 6

Casey ·@Hamiltonianist Jul 10, 2021
Nationalism has proved an uncomfortable anomaly for Marxist theory and, 
precisely for that reason, has been largely elided, rather than confronted… 
Marxists have used the concept of “national bourgeoisie” but have not 
made any serious attempt to justify the adjective
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Marx did not think the world economy needed a single state. He must have 
thought the unhindered operation of the world economy and the free 
functioning of a world market were secured by free trade, and he took for 
granted its continued existence.
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“The modern labourer, on the contrary, instead of rising with the process of 
industry, sinks deeper and deeper below the conditions of existence of his 
own class. He becomes a pauper, and pauperism develops more rapidly 
than population and wealth.”

The Communist Manifesto
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“Wage-labour rests exclusively on competition between the labourers.”

The Communist Manifesto
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“In the national struggles of the proletarians of the different countries, [the 
Communists] point out and bring to the front the common interests of the 
entire proletariat, independently of all nationality.”

The Communist Manifesto
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The Communist Manifesto marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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The Communist Manifesto marxists.org/archive/marx/w…
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In Marx's historical scenarios, however, the prospect of a national alliance 
of the proletariat with the peasantry, which to him was more reactionary 
than the bourgeoisie itself, was unthinkable. Clearly, Marx has been proven 
wrong.
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Sooner or later, European nationalists had to react to industrialization… It 
was List who linked the economic aspect of a nation's life to the nation’s 
culture and politics in a synthesis that enabled nationalism to compete 
successfully with its rivals…
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List was an ideologist of industrialism and industrialization. At the same 
time, he subordinated the economy to a noneconomic entity—nation—
and wanted the economy to serve the nation.
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First of all, even before List's arrival, there existed in America an 
intellectual and political current of thought called "the national school."
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The first of the national economists was Alexander Hamilton
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List affirmed his devotion to the principles of political freedom, 
constitutional government, and the rights of man. But his concept of 
national interest … required a body, an institution, composed of persons 
who stood above all those particularistic interests.
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List’s theory recognized as productive those whom the labor theory 
considered unproductive: teachers, scientists, doctors, lawyers, judges, 
policemen, soldiers, officials, artists, and so forth.
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Marx was moving from a vertical vision of the world—class against class—
to a horizontal one, with different parts of the world seen in relation to one 
another. This was the essence of List’s vision.
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It appears the nationalists simply believe that political considerations 
should override economic criteria when conflict arises between the two. —
Szporluk
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Hey , that was a great write up.@Hamiltonianist


