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Alright so the first 30 pages basically came out of journal entries from the 
love interest of Mr Stephenson, the creator of the locomotive engine in 
England. Not interested in British personal drama ngl what the freak 
Charles Adams
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First locomotive steam engine debuted in the US on January 15th, 1831 
named the Best Friend. It ran between 16 and 35 mph
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The epic dividends of slavery in the South was that you get your nice 
locomotive train engine blown up by a negro who sat on the safety valve 
because steam was coming out of it
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America was much more receptive to a future with railroads because it 
desperately needed better transportation. Its roads were few and lacked 
quality. England was compact and had decent roads, and so railroads were 
more fitting to the US.
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The Stourbridge Lion, an early train, would have cost nearly $159k today, 
and its opening was attended by Winfield Scott.
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If railroads never took off, a canal-tunnel method would have been 
implemented as a way to get across New York. It would have cost many 
billions of dollars and decades to build. Rails made jobs that much easier.
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“We have tunneled the Alps and bridged the Mississippi”. Charles Adams 
leaning into that Faustian Spirit to conquer nature 
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Early trains were going from New York to Boston in 14 hours.
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By the 1840’s railroads had become commonplace, their genesis 
complete.
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The railroad problem, according to Charles, is the monopolistic nature of 
their owners.
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Duke of Wellington compares railroads to the “kings highway” of old, and 
is a common-carrier which has gotten too big for its britches. Its actually 
much more than that, Adams says.
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“An enlightened view of their own interest would always compel managers 
of railroads to have due regard for the general advantage of the public” the 
free traders said, and to no ones surprise, free traders were wrong once 
again when owners abused the public with their railroads
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Either the railroads would dominate the state, or the state dominate the 
railroads.
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The English did not wish to intervene in railroads monopolizing, and held to 
a laissez-faire policy towards them. Tariffs, they concluded, were not 
practical to be applied to return rates on trains.
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In Belgium, the state developed and maintained railroad lines under the 
Belgian King. This policy helped to regulate the lines.
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In France, six railroad companies were given exclusive territories to build 
in, eliminating competition and the tendency to monopolize.
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A sharp divide is now drawn in contrast to Germany’s railroad systems, 
which were markedly protectionist and served the state’s interests due to 



their usefulness during the unification of Germany. Bismarck applied 
various tariffs on railroads, which free traders kvetched about.
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“The government, under imperial forms, being nothing more nor less than a 
trustee managing a vast industrial organization for the general public 
benefit”
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I love how Charles talks about Germany’s political-economic order, “it is a 
mass of raw material, out of which order is to be evolved”
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Charles says that the free trade rails of America have worked great (free 
trade at home, protection abroad?) however free trade was flawed in that it 
did not protect the public from abuses of the owners.
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Adams goes on to say the German protectionists are actually free traders 
who understand that free trade has limitations (I think I disagree). He also 



mentions that John Stuart Mill dedicated just 4 pages out of 1200 to the 
ideas of protectionism.
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America is such a large mass that free growth of rails was almost 
necessary for them to cover it, however more was built than necessary and 
went unsupported, leading rails to find ways to make money any way they 
could.
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Massachusetts developed its own solution to the railroad problem which 
was based on public opinion and a board of arbitration. It was unlikely to 
work in Western states due to the railroad owner’s disregard for public 
opinion of them.
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Adams says that railroads cannot be tamed yet because they are still the 
defining force in society, however they could eventually be reined in with a 
policy of regulated combination. The goal should be stability and utility of 
rails to the public and business.
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Railroads need to be amenable to the law. A solution must force railroad 
companies to be legal, public and responsible, of which they were not at 
the time.
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Railroads were in a state of anarchic war, which Adams says is comparable 
to the politics of Spain or Mexico. To this, Adams says, there is one 
solution: a Caesar or Napoleon is necessary.
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The Southern Railroad is a potential model for the rest of the country: legal, 
open to public, responsible. Adams also remarks that the solution needs to 
be a natural outgrowth of the problem; theorycelling about how to control 
railroads would not be practically implementable.
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There would need to be a railroad confederation, accountable to the law 
and state government on behalf of all railroad lines in the country.
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Adams says that governmental supervision is the solution of the Anglo-
Saxon people to the railroad problem, whereas continental Europe took a 
much heavier handed approach using state power.
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All in all, solid read from an Adams on an important subject.
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"Rationalizing the railroads" was a big theme in the early days of the USSR
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Its no wonder given how central railroads are to an industrial society.
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