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the end of the Cold War has brought us to the "the end of history."
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“The possibility of a clash between China and the United States over 
Taiwan is hardly remote. This is not to say that such a war is likely, but the 
possibility reminds us that the threat of great-power war has not 
disappeared.” This was written in 2001 mind you pre Israel lobby.
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A Chinese plowing bull bucking the Yoke placed on its back by the great 
western powers was an inevitability.
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To qualify as a great power, a state must have sufficient military assets to 
put up a serious fight in an all-out conventional war against the most 
powerful state in the world. The candidate need not have the capability to 
defeat the leading state, but it must have some
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reasonable prospect of turning the conflict into a war of attrition that 
leaves ivert the dominant state seriously weakened, even if that dominant 
state ultimately wins the war.”
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My assumption in regards as to why England didn’t engage in hard 
imperialism (hot war) to dominate Europe is because they mastered soft 
power via labor arbitrage & the civic shaping of native populations into 
rootless cosmopolitanism.
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Replying to �Slavetoprayer1
The island kingdom borrowed from every country of 
the Continent its skill in special branches of industry, 
and planted them on English soil, under the protection 
of her customs system.
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Interesting questions that he hopes to answer 
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"our security is tied to the stake other nations have in the prosperity of 
staying free and open and working with others, not working against them… 
With the end of the cold war, it has become possible to construct a Europe 
that is increasingly united by a shared commitment
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to open societies and open markets." Moving the borders of NATO east-
ward, he maintained, would help "to solidify the national consensus for 
democratic and market reforms"t]heir basic achievement was to begin the 
construction of the network of rule-based instutions” RBIO
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Other seminal realist works worth skimming
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Where the realists diverge from one another.
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maintenance of a liberal economic order that allows for free economic 
exchange among states.Such an order makes states more prosperous, 
thereby bolstering peace,because prosperous
states are more economically satisfied and satisfied states are more peace
ful… a world without war
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These rules are not imposed on states by some leviathan, but are 
negotiated by states, which agree to abide by the rules they created 
because it is in their interest to do so. institutions or rules can 
fundamentally change state behavior.
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Institutions, so the argument goes, can discourage states from calculating 
self-interest on the basis of how their every move affects their relative 
power position, and thus they push states away tom war and promote 
peace.
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Realists focus mainly on great powers because these states dominate and 
shape international politics and they also cause the deadliest wars, 
realists believe that the behavior of great powers is influenced mainly by 
their external environment
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“The structure of the international system, which all states must deal with, 
largely shapes their foreign policies.”

GIF
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"In the future world the misuse of power as implied in the term 'power 
politics' must not be the controlling factor in international relations." FDR 
“in a world where freedom, not tyranny, is on the march,the cynical 
calculus of pure power politics simply does not compute”Clinton
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“It is ill suited to a new era… enlightened self-interest, as well as shared 
values, will compel countries to define their greatness in more constructive 
ways ... and will compel us to cooperate.” - Bill Clinton
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“Because Americans dislike realpolitik, public discourse about foreign 
policy in the United States is usually couched in the language of 
liberalism.”
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Human & industrial capital & the subsidizing of Russian rail 
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The city of London didn’t raise a large standing army because it didn’t suit 
their standing as maritime minders.
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Key graphs of relative European “wealth”
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The red army was able to mobilize their wartime economy to out produce 
Germany.
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“For sound strategic reasons, states build different kinds of military 
establishments, and they expend different amounts of their wealth on 
their fighting forces. Moreover, states distill military power from wealth at 
varying levels of efficiency.“
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the most powerful states possess the most formidable armies.measuring 
the balance of land power by itself should provide a rough but sound 
indicator of the relative might of rival great powers.large bodies of water 
profoundly limit the power-projection capabilities of land forces
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