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Robert Ellis Thompson's Social Science considers man in society, as that's the only
place he exists, and it ain't no social contract

§ 4. Our Science considers man as existing in sociefly ; we
fiod him, indeed, nowhere else. The old lawyers and political
philosophers talked of a state of mature, a condition of savage
isolation, out of which men emerged by the social contract,
through which society was first constituted. But no one else
has any news from that country ; everywhere men exist in more
or less perfectly orgamized society ;—they are born into the
society of the family without any choice of their own; and they
grow up as members of tribes or nations, that grew out of
families. All their material welfare rests upon this fact, and
must be considered in connection with it. The cobperation by
which they emerge from the most utter poverty to wealth, is
poasible only within society and under its protection. Upon

POV: you are rousseau

the mercantile school
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the wise management of ils general policy, and the efficiency

of its government, the welfare and the seourity of the indi-
vidual depend. The nataral right to property, by which that
welfare is perpetunted from day to day, is realized omly in

iety. Thet ission of the things that contribute to ma-
terial welfare from one generation to another—of real and per-
sonal property, of knowledge, skill and methods of industry—
would be impossible but for the existence of bodies that outlive
the single life, and aim at their own perpetuation. Vita brevis,
ars longa, or else each new generation would have to begin at
the foundation. Hence it is that this science begins with the
conception of social state; not with the study of wealth in the
abstract, nor of the individual man and his desires.
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Adam Smith not covering the implied subject of his book based on the title. List made the same point
almost exactly.

Malthus and Ricardo, with Thompson interjecting with the true role of government in national welfare
and industry.

Some class, at home or abroad, interfering for selfish ends with the progress towards national wealth and
industrial harmony

W Follow Us on Twitter! | W Tweet | f Share l



https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdMw1u1XoAc-WMb.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdM5Y-mWYAIKNFD.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdM5a2QXwAAnn7U.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdM5wTLXgAI9v6q.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdM5xxxWYAkQ3FL.png
https://twitter.com/threadreaderapp
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Thread%20by%20@DisdainingT%20on%20Thread%20Reader%20App&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fthread%2F1571333049706745856.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fthread%2F1571333049706745856.html

the methodology of the American and German School

Hey where have I heard this before...

Nations as organisms
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Didnt somebody else find something relating differentiation in higher organisms and diversity of labor in
nations, or something similar

You cannot charge the state with selfishness for providing for its own

you gotta be jealously resenting foreign influence
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Nightsoilers never win &

malthus: owned, destroyed, vaporized,
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The trading spirit and its consequences

§ 85. The true cause, as Coleridge pointed out, is the im- separation of the mass of the Eunglish people from the soil
portation of purely commercial maxims into the rural economy fairly bezan, viz. : the middle of last century. Eaglish political
of England. The trading spirit attained in England the as- economy from Adam Smith down, with some notable exceptions,
cendancy it has ever since possessed, about the timgwhen the has been the exponent and the justification of that spirit. It

has shaped public opinion, eontrolled the tenor of legislation,
and controlled the direction of the industry of all classes. Tt
has nripped the landlord of all notions of stewardship for the

nation and duty owed to the land and the peaple I'Iw till it. It
has led men to regard the production and ch g of com-
modities as the one great end of all activity. B has um-diuml
men and their personal interests to things.

Now in trade the law of parsimony ia the sup law. For
trade aims at getting as large and ss quick returns as possible,
with the least possible expema in managing and collecting these.
Trade can make no distineti [ and things; it is
(iin a low sense) no respecter ut’ pamu. It sets aside the dearest
friend or the worthiest object of pity, and takes the offer of the
man who hids highest and offers the best security. Other
things being equal, it prefers the largest purch to any other,
sod even abates the pme in his favor; for the ultimate object
being to get wealth enough to be rid of the trouble of getting
it, the offer that involves least troubls is the best.

Apply these maxims to the management of an estate, and the
problem becomes one of getting the largest returns with the
least outlay in wages and food. All question of the well-being
of the small farmer and the laborer are lost sight of, The hold-
ing of the former was taken in with other lands to make large
furms, that the landlord might have fewer tenants to deal with
and less trouble about his rents. The latter were systematically
and designedly brought into a position of dependence, because
they were thus the more easily managed. Their cottages and
gardens, for instance, were let to the tenant-farmer with the
understanding that he would see to repairs, and then the cot-
tages were re-let by him without the gardens, that their sole
dependence might be their wages. The wages-roll was cut down
to the utmost, because the less labor the less expense; the
majority of those who had lived by the land were driven to the

ocities, and only a fraction of the people of England now live

W Follow Us on Twitter! | W Tweet | f Share l



https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdeBao2WQAEZF3t.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdiWXBEXgAMyRtc.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdiWXtAXkAIQw23.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FdiWYQsX0AAhOOl.png
https://twitter.com/threadreaderapp
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Thread%20by%20@DisdainingT%20on%20Thread%20Reader%20App&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fthread%2F1571333049706745856.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthreadreaderapp.com%2Fthread%2F1571333049706745856.html

near vs distant markets for farmers

more malthus vaporization

§ 93, The farmer who depends upon a distant matket can
pever carry on his farming by the best methods. He cannot
raise that variety of crops by which the pressure of tillage upon
the resources of the soil is lightened ; for such crops cannot be
transported to a distance. He must grow the great staples that
meet the foreign demand, year after year, to the exhaustion of
the most important elements of his land. He canuot make such
retarns to the soil as will keep up its fertility ; the refuse of
the factory and the town are mot to be had. The highly nitro-
genized forms of animal wanure he can. procure in trifling
quantities only, as his own cattle and those of his brother
farmeors are the only beasts of the sort in his neighborhood, and
are far fewer in number than if he had a town close at hand
making large demands for meat and dairy produce. He can
only farm thriftlessly and wastefully ; in our Eastern sense of
the word his place is not a farm, but a wheat factory or o corn
factory. The farmer who lives near his market is continually
improving an instrument of great power and value; he who
lives at a distance from his market ia continually injuring it and
breaking it. The one is addins every year to the wealth of tha
soil beneath his feet; the other is exporting that wealth to a
distance, without the opportunity of making any return to the
goil he is robbing of its fertility.

Large estates for farming not efficient and actually ruinous in some cases, here for Rome. So plantation
farming even if used for actual produce and not cash crops would probably still have been not a good

idea €&

Prussia deciding in favor of system with large class of small landholders that would till their own soil,

ending up being successful
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if we remained "agrarian" throughout the whole country we would just hurt farmers, actually. You need
that equilibrium after seeing that your interests are fr harmonious

real recognize real
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§101. The historical refutation of Mr. Ricardo's theory,
which is presented by the histuryof the settlement of the various
countries of the earth, was first given to the world by Mr. H. C.
Carey in his book The Past, the Present and the Future (1848).
It is worthy of study, not only as a refutation of a dismal theory
of the destiny of mankind, but for the light it casts mpon the
economic side of the world’s history, and indirectly upon other
sides also. It might be easily ands fairly elsborated into an
economical history of the earth, for that history is nothing but
the story of man’s conquest of nature's resistance and the pro-
gressive mastery of her manifold utilities.
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wages and class collaboration

§132. If the English theory as to the relations of labor and
capital is troe, then there is no hope for the essential improve-
ment of the workingman’s condition so long as the existing order
of society holds ite ground. What labor gains on one side it
for ever loses on the other, and as often as it rolls the Bisyphean
rock—the rate of wages—up the hill, it rolls down again to
crush and destroy the workman. All the old pictures of foiled
effort, with which the Greeks peopled their Hades, bacome but
pictures of the efforts of the working classes to raise their con-
dition above the wretched standard ealled * natural wages,”

Those who are striving to rouse the working classes to over-
throw the frame-work of modern society and its economic basis,
the right of property, are not slow to discern this, Thus the
leader of the German socialists, Lasalle, based his fierce denun-
ciations of modern civllization and its proprietary rights upon
the recognised doctrines of the English school, elaiming to be
*equipped with all the knowledge of the age” on this subject.
His chief opponent, his successful rival in the love and allegiance
of the working classes of Germany, is Schulze-Delitzsch, who
has devoted his life to showing the working classes that they

harmony of interests between capitalists and laborers

§ 134, Capitalista ara, of course, more ready than working-
men to listen to the English arguments in favor of the necessity
and naturalness of a low rate of wages. But the effort to keep
the workingman down to such a rate ignores the very nature of
the instrament that is to be used. It is to adopt a8 a maxim of
economy the fundamental falsehood of slavery,—-that a man may
be treated as a thing. The law of parsimony is a wise one in
denling with the material, but not with the workman. Every
needless ])onnd of iron on the locomotive, every needless pound
of coal in the fire-place, is so much waste of the moving foree.
Every unnecessary ton of iron on the girders of the bridge
merely adds to the weight to be sustained, without proportionally
increasing the strength that sustains it. Soin regard to cost of
material ; what is needless is waste.

But when we come to apply the law of parsimony to the com-
plex being called wan, we discover by experience that there are
very decided limita to its applieation. Here at least * there is
that scattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth
more than is meet, and i tendeth to poverty.” The lowest

Slavery not worth it
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can improve their condition aimply by remm'ing unnatural
obstacles to improvement, by availing themselves of the great
drift of society towards an equality of condition, and without
for an instant lifting their hands against the aceumulations and
the vested rights of the rich. In doing so, he ranged himself
on the side of the German-American echool of economists
founded by List and represented by H. C. Carey, telling Herr
Lasalle that if he bad taken the pains to go over the whole field
he would have found better teachers and better principles than
those of Malthus and Ricardo.

wages that you can get a man to live on, will not get the best
work out of him. Put a whole people on such wages, and keep
them there—if you can—for two or three generations, and you
will have crushed the energy, the spirit, the heart out of that
people, and made them a very inferior and unprofitable class of
workmen, You will have taken away from the great mass of
them the means of advancing in intelligence; their physical
character will have deteriorated greatly ; their social morality—
their good-will, and public spirit, and ready helpfulness, and
brotherly feeling—will have been pretty thoroughly eliminated.
Factories will be full of the inflammable human stuff, to which
demagogues furnish the spark. The stability of the social edifice,
and consequently the security of property, will be endangered.
Instesd of cheerful, pains-taking, thrifty work, eye-service alone
will be rendered, and prnﬁta will suffer from waste more than
they would from high wages.

On the other hand, wages that put heart and hope into a man,
that make him feel that his personal efforts and his best work
are needed to keep them at present rates, that offer him the
prospect of becoming his own master by frugality, that enable
him to educate his children to Ell a place like his own intelli-
gently, or perhaps to rise to a higher place,—such wages are in
the long ran the best of investments. It cannot be said that cap-
italists any more than workmen, have always been alive to this
substantial harmony of their interests. When the higher rate
of wages has heen adopted, it has too commonly heen after a
conflict between the two classes, through which much of its
good effoct upon the workmen has bean destroyed.
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§ 136. The history of labor shows the wisdom of generous
dealing with the laborer. In the earliest ages, he was generally
a slave; but it was found that slave labor was dear at any price.
Homer says :—

“The day
That makes a man a slave, takes half his worth away.”

Pliny tells us Coli rura ab ergastulis pessimum est, et quicquid
agitur & desperantibus (It is the worst possible tillage that is
carried on by slaves, nor are they more fit for any other sort of
work, because they are devoid of hope). A southern slave-
holder told Frederick Law Olmstead : “ In working nmwe
must always calculate that they will not labor at all except to
avoid punishment, and they will never do more than just enough
to save themselves from being punished, and no amount of pun-
ishment will prevent their working carelessly and indifferently.”
Why should it ? ¢ Fear,” says Bentham, ¢ leads the laborer to
hide his powers, rather than to show them; to remain below,
rather than to surpass himself. . . . By displaying superior ca-
pacity, the slave would only raise the measure of his ordinary
duties ; by a work of supererogation he would only prepare
punishment for himself. His ambition is the reverse of that
of the freeman ; he seeks to descend in the scale of industry,
rather than to ascend.” And just the same must be the effects
of a system in which the workman’s wages are fixed by his
nccessities and not by his work.
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§ 151. These Unions, originating in England about half a
century ago (at first merely as Benefit Societies, which most of
them still are), have spread into France and Germany, and the
United States. They were brought across the ocean by English

THE RESTORATION OF HARMONY. 149

and Welsh operatives, attracted to our shores by the superior
advantages possessed by our working classes. They are still an
exotic on our soil ; their strikes are generally in the hands of
persons of foreign birth ; they have never attained the complete-
ness of organization and the effective management that character-
ize those of England. This is due to the fact that there is
really no such need of them in a country where every man can
leave the workshop and become a farmer if he will; where the
supply of skilled workmen generally falls far below the demand ;
where the utmost freedom of association co-exists with the habit
of spontaneous action ; where wages are steadily and materially
advancing; where public sentiment gives no support to the doe-
trine that low wages are best; and where social and political
prestige is rather on the side of numbers, than on that of wealth
and the capitalists. They have unquestionably checked the

Goes hard
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§ 152. Labor and capital in conflict are in an unnatural state ;
harmony is their true relation. For reasons already given,
capital finds its account in the cheerful service of labor, not in
its discontent. To labor, capital is a benefactor in the highest
gense ; were the whole class of capitalists with all their accu-
mulations to be annihilated, labor would be reduced to indigence
and a struggle for existence more severe than can easily be con-
ceived. The capitalist is the captain of industry, who takes
the unorganized mob of men, drills it into a disciplined army,
supplies them with weapons, ammunition and a commissariat,
and leads them to industrial conquests. He is able to do so be-
cause he has accumulated instead of merely consuming; his

150 S80CIAL SCIENCE AND POLITICAL ECONOMY.

right to his million rests on exactly the same ground as- the
workman’s right to his week’s earnings.

When increasing money supply is a benefit and where money drifts
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When he says progressive he means countries not "industrially inert" or stagnant, stationary, etc.
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1st and 2nd Bank of the US

The nation that spends its surplus labor in producing goods using its raw materials is gaining bv it, even if
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§ 220. (2) The theory assumes that the chief end of national
a8 of individual economy is to save labor, whereas the great
problem is how to employ it productively. If buying in the
cheapest market reduce the amount of employment, it will be
for the nation that does it the dearest of all buying. A farmer
who spends bis idle hours in making a sled might have got one
at the factory for the price of wheat that cost him less labor;
but he may have been wiser in making than in buying, because
those idle hours would otherwise have been wasted. The nation
that spends its surplus labor,—and every nation has a surplus
of it,—in working up its raw' material into goods is gaining by
the business, even though it may employ that labor less effect-
ively than another that has more experience and capital. The
people of Denmark spend their long and bleak winters in spin-
ning and weaving home-made goods that England would furnish
them more cheaply than they make them. The nation says, with
one consent, throngh its national government, * we will not buy
of you what we can make ourselves, for if we did our time would
be lost.”’ England herself is an illustration of what we mean.
“If every man and woman and child returned as a worker in

England's "false position" of being the workshop of the world by leaning so far into manufacturing and
trade at the expense of agriculture forces it to "wage war upon the industries of other countries."

its overplus of provisions [of raw materials] in exchange for the
luxuries and conveniences of & manufacturing region" (Thorold
Rogers). “Englnud'a posit.ion iz mot that of a great landed pro-
prietor, with an assured revenue, and only subject to occasional
loss of crops or hostile depredations. It is that of a great mer-
chant, who by immense skill and capital has gained the froot
included in the census, we ought lo deduct fully twenty per rank and developed an ennrmous commerce, but has to support
cent. from the nominal full-time wages” of the lower classes as an ever-increasing host of dependants. He has to encounter
a whole. the risks of trade and to face jealous rivals. . . . England is
Sos B. Dudley Baxter's National Jncome af the nited Kingdom. (Loo- more favorably situated than any country, except the United
don 1868.) Btates, for manufactures and commerce. . . . The future rise
The problem thus presented is not an insoluble one for any of the United States into a great masufacturing and naval
country. It is the problem of the due balanes of the three great power, appears the most pmhable and certain cause which will
elements of the industrial state. England has missed its solution place a limit to our national incressed prosperity” (Dudley
chiefly through the rending the people away from the land, the Baxter). The United States and British colonies “are young
establishment of a system of agriculture that lacks aggressive
wess and full productive power, and her consequent dependence
upon foreign harvesta, Millions of the Eoglish people who
should be living by the land and owning it, sit prisoners in Eng- A .
lish workhouses, or crowd the lanes and back streeta of her apparently, except priority in the market, why the industry of
manufacturing towns. Our danger is in the other direction— the old country should not be transplanted to the new” (Tho-
an undue development of agriculture and foreign trade to the rold Rogers). R i
neglect of varied industry. In other words, England having by a bad national economy
§ 221. (3) In adopting, therefore, a purely passive policy, we destroyed the equilibrium of agriculture and manufactures at
should not be accepting the natural order of things, but accom- home, and thereby made hersclf dependent upon other peoples for
modating ourselves to a thoroughly artificial order. The false the supplyof food and ""“k_e" for her WEES, mDst Now af_""“_be“
position in which England finds herself compels her to wage wat to prevent these new countries from attaining that equilibrium.
upon the industries of other countries; for us to sit idle and If they attain it, that will * place a limit to her increase and

the census had full employment, at full wages, for forty-eight
weeks out of the fifty-two, England would be & perfect Paradise
for workingmen. We should be in the Millennium ! Far other
is the real state of affairs. Taking all the fucts into account, I
come to the conclusion that for loss of work from every cause,
and for the non-effectives up to sixty-five years of age, who are

aud rising countries ; industries, as yet nascent, are thoroughly
suited to the natural capacity of the region and of the peoplo,
the Iatter being of the same stock as the mother country, whose
manufactures they prohibit or discournge. There is no reason,

passive while she does eo by means of the vast masses of capital
concentrated in the hands of a few capitalists, would be as weak
18 to sit idle and passive while her flest bombarded Boston or
New York. The English ideal—forced upon them by their posi-
tion—is that their country should be ‘“the workshop of the
world” and all other countries her dependencies. She is, in their
view, “‘like a wost city to which the less peopled parts of the
civilized world are an agricultural country, which is glad to send

prosperity,” and unless emigration surpass everything that the
world has seen, will produce first wide-spread misery and then
domestic chaos. She must, therefore, use all her powers of
capital and persuasion to keep off the evil day. Although she
professes to believe, and persuades herself that she believes, in
the solidarity of interests, and exhorts men

From growing commerce looss the Jatest chaln,
« « « Till each man finds his own in all men's good,

And all men work in neble brotherhood ;

yet she cannot but see in this national growth of the industry
of these new peoples an injury to her own well-being. All
English arguments and exhortations to passivity, however sin-
cere, lie, therefore, under a just suspicion, as speui.l.l pleqdingn,
Facile homines credunt, id guod volunt.

The unfair exchange of one country's raw materials for another's manufactures.

Unless you think getting continually swindled using an already risky business model is cool, being a
drawer of water and hewer of wood for another nation is actually not based, believe it or not.
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How the industrial development of a nation could be arrested from without
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Libertarians smashed, shattered, ruined by the great and true ruler that can distinguish between people's
higher and purer will from their lower, self-indulgent moods and through whom the national will is
expressed

If it be the first duty of the nation to provide for its own existence, there is involved in that the duty to
promote the largest and fullest existence possible, the free development of all sides of the national life
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Economic interdependence debunked. How will globalists ever recover

Specific vs ad valorem duties, benefits/advantages of specific duties

Following England's example rather than her precepts
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Effect of secured home market on soil fertility
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A lot here but Thompson explains here how a protectionist policy destroys the tyranny of the middlemen,
but doesn't destroy, only transforms, commerce overall. Also how England preaching free trade in a sense
backfired, as f.t. countries tended to trade less and less actual goods
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Free traders debunked
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Krieg, Handel und Piraterie
Dreieinig sind sie, nicht zu trennen

the over-abstraction of "the consumer"
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Some people need to read this...
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Instinct and Theorycels

Topical!
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More on the Zollverein

A National Education
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